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The Third Sunday in Advent-Gaudete
Lord Jesus Christ, 

we implore You to hear our prayers
and to lighten the darkness of our hearts,

by Your gracious visitation
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The Third Sunday in Advent
Gaudete

12 December 2020 A  D    8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
In Nomine  Jesu

Order of Service: Divine Service, Setting Three, Lutheran Service Book, page 184

The Processional hymn    Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding LSB 345

The confession and absoluTion  LSB 184, right column

The Service of the Word

The inTroiT  Philippians 4:4-5; Psalm 85:1, 2, 6, 8

/      /      

Rejoice / in the Lord alway:
and / again I say, Rejoice.
Let your moderation be known / unto all men.
The / Lord is at hand.–

lord, thou hast been favourable un- / to thy lând:
thou hast brought back the capti- / vity of Jacob.

Thou hast forgiven the iniquity / of thy people,
thou / hast covered all their sin.

Wilt thou not revive / us agâin:
that thy peo- / ple may rejoice in thee?

I will hear what God the Lord will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, 
and / to his sâints:
but let them not turn / again to folly.

Glory be to the Fa- / ther and to the Son
and to / the Holy Spirit;
As it was in / the beginning,
is now, and will be / forever. Amen.

Rejoice / in the Lord alway:
and / again I say, Rejoice.

Let your moderation be known / unto all men.
The / Lord is at hand.–

Stand

Kneel

Stand
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The Kyrie    LSB 186

The saluTaTion and collecT LSB 189

The old TesTamenT reading Isaiah 40:1-11
In those days, the prophet Isaiah said: “‘Comfort, yes, comfort My people!’ Says your God. 
‘Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry out to her, That her warfare is ended, That her iniquity 
is pardoned; For she has received from the Lord’s hand Double for all her sins.’ The voice 
of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in the desert 
A highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted And every mountain and hill brought 
low; The crooked places shall be made straight And the rough places smooth; The glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it together; For the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.’ The voice said, ‘Cry out!’ And he said, ‘What shall I cry?’ ‘All flesh is grass, And all 
its loveliness is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, Because the 
breath of the Lord blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower 
fades, But the word of our God stands forever.’ O Zion, You who bring good tidings, Get 
up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, You who bring good tidings, Lift up your voice 
with strength, Lift it up, be not afraid; Say to the cities of Judah, ‘Behold your God!’ Behold, 
the Lord God shall come with a strong hand, And His arm shall rule for Him; Behold, His 
reward is with Him, And His work before Him. He will feed His flock like a shepherd; He 
will gather the lambs with His arm, And carry them in His bosom, And gently lead those 
who are with young.” 
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The gradual  Psalm 80:1-2

/      /      

Thou that dwellest between the che- / rubims, shine forth;
stir up thy strength, / and come and save us.

Give ear, O Shep- / herd of Israel,
thou that lead- / est Joseph like a flock.

The ePisTle  1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Brethren: Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of 
God. Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. But with me it is a very 
small thing that I should be judged by you or by a human court. In fact, I do not even judge 
myself. For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who 

Sit
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judges me is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who 
will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. 
Then each one’s praise will come from God.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The alleluia    LSB 190

The gosPel    St. Matthew 11:2-11
The Lord be with you.

The continuation of the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke:

 And when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples 
and said to Him, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?” Jesus answered 
and said to them, “Go and tell John the things which you hear and see: The blind see and 
the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor 
have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” 
As they departed, Jesus began to say to the multitudes concerning John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? But what did you go out to see? 
A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 
But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. For 
this is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send My messenger before your face, Who will 
prepare Your way before You.’ Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has 
not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

The nicene creed  LSB 191

Stand
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The hymn of The day     Arise, O Christian People LSB 354

The sermon

The offering

The offerTory  LSB 192

The Prayer of The church

The Service of the Sacrament

The Preface and following LSB 194

Visitors who have not before received communion from Pastors Petersen or Frese are kindly asked to 
speak with either of them, or one of the ushers, before approaching the altar for the first time.

The Blood of Christ is offered on the pulpit side from either the chalice or individual cups, but on 
the lectern side, only the chalice is offered. If you prefer to receive the Blood from an individual 
cup and you did not sit on the pulpit side, you may cross the aisle.

Communicants are encouraged to take the bottom of the Chalice with a hand to help guide it to 
their mouths. Children and adults who are not eligible for the Holy Communion may cross their 
arms, placing both hands on their shoulders, to indicate they would like a blessing at the rail.

The communion hymns
When All the World Was Cursed LSB 346 
Rejoice, Rejoice Believers LSB 515
On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry LSB 344

The nunc dimiTTis and following LSB 199

Silent Prayer
Soli Deo Gloria

Sit

Stand

Stand
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Communicants are invited to pray the following prayers:
Before receiving the Sacrament

O Lord, I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof; but speak only Your 
Word, and my soul will be healed. I will take the Bread of Heaven and call upon the 

Name of the Lord.
What shall I give to the Lord for all that He has given to me? I will take the Cup of 

Salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord.
During the distribution of the Sacrament

The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory; glory as of 
the only-begotten Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. Amen.

After receiving the Sacrament

I live, and yet not I, but Christ lives in me.
What we have received with our mouths, O Lord, let us keep with faithful hearts, that 

this Gift given us in earthly time may bring us to eternal salvation. Amen.
Abide with us, O Lord, that we may abide in You until the end; let not sin and need 
separate us from You, until we, through the strength of Your Holy Sacrament, enter 

into heaven, and eternal blessing. Amen.

Pastor - The Reverend David H. Petersen
Associate Pastor - The Reverend Michael N. Frese
Kantor - The Reverend Dr. Daniel Reuning
Seminarian Field Worker - Shawn Barnett; Peter Preus
Altar Care - Janet & Nadia Frese
Elders - Jonathan Busarow, Patrick Casey, Keith Frank, Mike  Ritzman, Alex Schultz
Dean of Acolytes - Oscar Matter
Instrumentalists - Hildie Felton, flute; Oscar Matter, recorders, saxophones; Rev. Dr. 
  Benjamin Mayes, trombone
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Gaudete

This Sunday takes its name from the first word of the Introit in Latin, Gaudete, 
which means “rejoice.” St. Paul breaks into our Advent watchfulness today with the 
cry: “Rejoice in the Lord always.” We are watching for the end and St. Paul would 
have us know that the end is a joyful day for those whose citizenship is held in heav-
en. The Collect is especially fit for the growing cold of December, for here we ask 
the Lord to “lighten the darkness of our hearts” by His gracious visitation. It is not 
enough that one day, in heaven, we shall be redeemed, our Mother the Church sees 
the end as a present reality. The Lord comes to us now, by His gracious visitation, in 
His Body and Blood and in His Holy Word, and that is cause for constant rejoicing.

Most strikingly, we see the day’s character upon the altar and ministers bedecked in 
rose. They are unique in the liturgical year as they are used only two days: Laetare 
Sunday in Lent and Gaudete Sunday in Advent. Rose is not only a color of joy, meant 
to call to mind the springing of flowers from the earth and buds upon the trees, but 
it is also a lighter shade of violet. Violet is the color for Advent and Lent, the color 
of royal mourning, a mix of purple and black. Rose is violet with the black and blues 
withdrawn. Mourning is lightened in expectation of the last day and the recognition 
that all sorrows on earth are temporary. But it is rose and not yet the full white and 
gold of Easter or Christmas. The joy of Gaudete is anticipatory, celebrated in the 
midst of sadness and watchfulness. Christmas and Easter are the Church Militant at 
its full joy and exclamation. But soon that too will pale and our real day, the day that 
Advent eagerly awaits, will come. The angels will sing, full-throated, not just to shep-
herds on the outskirts of Bethlehem, but to all creation as every knee bows and every 
tongues confesses that Jesus Christ is Lord.

For now, we wait, in eager anticipation and joyous hope. Christ, born of Mary, cru-
cified for us is risen from the dead, graciously visits us here on earth in His Body and 
His Blood.
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The Twelve days of chrisTmas
Saturday  25 December Christmas Day  10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Sunday  26 December St. Stephen, Martyr 8:00 a.m. Divine Service
       10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Monday  27 December St. John, Apostle  10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Tuesday  28 December The Holy Innocents 10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Wednesday 29 December 5th Day of Christmas 10:30 a.m.  Divine Service
Thursday 30 December 6th Day of Christmas 7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Friday  31 December Name and Circumcision of Jesus 
       7:00 p.m. Divine Service
Saturday  1 January  Name and Circumcision of Jesus 
       10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Sunday  2 January First Sunday after Christmas 
       8:00 a.m. Divine Service
       10:30 a.m. Divine Service
Monday  3 January 10th Day of Christmas 8:30 a.m. Divine Service
Tuesday  4 January 11th Day of Christmas 8:30 a.m. Divine Service
Wednesday 5 January 12th Day of Christmas 8:30 a.m.  Divine Service
Thursday 6 January Feast of the Epiphany 8:30 a.m.  Divine Service
       7:00 p.m. Divine Service   

Advent & Christmas schedule 
Holy Communion will be offered daily during Advent: Every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 
a.m., weekdays at 8:30 a.m., Thursdays at 7:00 p.m., and Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. The Thurs-
day evening services will be preceded by a supper from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm. Following the 
Thursday Advent service on 12/16 we will decorate the church for Christmas and enjoy some 
cookies.  
The Christmas Eve Divine Service is at 7:00 p.m. The Christmas Day service will be at 10:30 
a.m. We will have daily communion throughout the twelve days of Christmas with the 
service at 8:30 a.m. on Monday 12/27, Tuesday 12/28, and Wednesday 12/29, at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday 12/30, and Friday 12/31. The service on New Year’s Day will be at 10:30 am. 

On Christmas Day, we will be having a dinner again, starting at about 3:00 with appetizers, 
dinner at 4:00.  There will certainly be a couple of turkeys; beyond that the menu depends 
on what everyone brings.  In addition to food, you will need to bring whatever beverages you 
would like beyond coffee or water, and table service for your family. (There will be beer avail-
able for a suggested donation.) If you would like to join us or would like more information 
email llmhoosier@ hotmail.com or call the church office.
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congregaTional noTices

We welcome you all to Redeemer Lutheran Church. 

Team D, captain Laci Adkins, will be cleaning this week. 

The church council will meet in the undercroft today at noon.

Today at 2:00 p.m. Mike Ritzman will be showing The Nativity Story in the undercroft. All are 
welcome.

Friday, December 17, Redeemer Classical School will be having a folk dance from 6:30-8:00 
in the undercroft. Everyone is invited!

This Thursday, December 16, we will be collecting toilet paper and other paper goods for 
the seminary co-op. Please bring them with you that evening, or, if you won’t be here Thurs-
day, you can bring them the Sunday after. We will also be decorating the church for Christmas 
after the service that evening. There will be snacks for all and crafts, story time, and singing for 
the children in the undercroft. 

If you would like to donate for Christmas flowers or music, please use the insert that is 
in the bulletin. You can place it in the offering plate or leave it in the church office. Dona-
tions can be of any size. Donations received by Sunday, December 19 will be listed in the 
Christmas bulletins.

On Christmas Day, we will be having a dinner again, starting at about 3:00 with appetizers, 
dinner at 4:00.  There will certainly be a couple of turkeys; beyond that the menu depends 
on what everyone brings.  In addition to food, you will need to bring whatever beverages you 
would like beyond coffee or water, and table service for your family. (There will be beer avail-
able for a suggested donation.) If you would like to join us or would like more information 
email llmhoosier@ hotmail.com or call the church office.

Redeemer is providing a half-day marriage retreat on January 22 at 9 a.m. which will con-
clude with lunch at 12:00 p.m. This retreat is open to all of our married or dating couples, 
with or without children, as well as single adults. It will focus upon the relationship of 
husbands and wives but we believe the content is useful to all Christians. The retreat will 
feature Pastor Petersen teaching on the unique contribution and need for female virtues 
and leadership in the family and Pastor Frese teaching on how to build stronger marriages. 
We will provide babysitting for those who need it, lunch, and the materials. We are requir-
ing that all participants register in advance and are suggesting a donation of $5 per person 
to help offset the costs. Please register with the church office no later than Sunday, January 
16th. Call or email Jane at 260-744-2585 or secretary.redeemer@gmail.com.



Special Prayer Requests:  Xiaohua and Huizhu Wei; James Schulert; Milo Osbun; Barbara 
Wieting; Bob & Barbara Johnston; Maureen DeLassus; Jean Brillinger; Larry & Sandy Stew-
art; Jonathan & Maggie Casey; Dale Steinke; Kim Wieting; Emma Casey; Taitlyn Preus; Laura 
Steinbacher; Jenna Cummings; Kaitlyn Sheridan; Onika Klumpp; Elizabeth Van Hemert; 
Anya Grieser; Tessa Muench; Abby Smith

Mark Your Calendars:
- December 16 Christmas Decorating
- December 19 Christmas Pageant
 Women’s Night Out
- December 26 Christmas Caroling
- January 22 Marriage Retreat & lunch
- January 28 Burns Supper
- January 29 March for Life
- February 5 Talent Show

Contact the pastors or church office
Pastor Petersen can be contacted by phoning the church office (744-2585) or his cell (414-
3083). Pastor Frese can be reached through the church office or his cell (913-547-2292). The 
Church Secretary office hours are Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

E-mail: 
prdhpetersen@gmail.com
pastorfrese@gmail.com
secretary.redeemer@gmail.com

Web site:  www.redeemer-fortwayne.org
LIKE us on Facebook to keep up on activities and see pictures.



This week at Redeemer
Sunday, 12 December The Third Sunday in Advent

8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Church Council
7:00 p.m. Books & Beer

There are Communion services at 8:30 a.m. Monday through Friday.

Thursday, 16 December   
5:30 p.m. Advent Potluck
7:00 p.m. Divine Service 
7:45 p.m. Decorating for Christmas

Friday, 17 December
6:30 p.m. Folk Dance 

Saturday, 18 December
10:30 p.m. Holy Communion

Sunday, 19 December The Fourth Sunday in Advent
8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:15 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Divine Service
12:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant
6:30 p.m. Women’s Night Out

Individual Absolution is offered during Advent by appointment.

Office secretary hours:  9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday


