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Candles are lit at the end of the service.

The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord

24 December 2020 A  D 10:30 a.m., 5:00 & 7:00 p.m.
Divine Service - Healey Willan Setting
In Nomine  Jesu

Organ Prelude
Stand

The Processional Hymn

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful

J. Brahms
LSB 379

The Preparation

Kneel

Beloved in the Lord. Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the Name of the Lord.
Who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
O Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings
and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor
sinful being.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my Office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Stand

The Introit of the Day		
/

The Service of the Word
Wisdom 18:14-15; Psalm 2:1, 2, 4-6
/

|When all| was still and it was / midnight,
Thine almighty Word descended / from the royal throne.
Why do the / heathen rage,
and the people i- /magine a vain thing?
The kings of the earth / set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against / his anointed.
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He that sitteth in the heavens shall / lâugh:
the Lord shall have them / in derision.
Then shall he speak unto them in his / wrâth,
and vex them in his / sore displeasure.
Yet have I / set my king
upon my holy / hill of Zion.
I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto / mê,
Thou art my son; this day have / I begotten thee.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the / Holy Spirit;
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now and will be for- / ever. Amen.
|When all| was still and it was / midnight,
Thine almighty Word descended / from the royal throne.
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The Collect

The Lord be with you.

Let us pray. O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to
the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Sit

The Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 9:2-7
Thus says the Lord God: The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell
in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. Thou hast multiplied the
nation, and increased its joy: they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men
rejoice when they divide the spoil. For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of
his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. For every battle of the warrior is
with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.
This is the Word of the Lord.

The Gradual		
/

Psalm 110:3, 1
/

Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy / power,
in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the / dew of thy
youth.
The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou at my / right hand,
until I make thine ene- / mies thy footstool.

The Epistle		

Titus 2:11-14
Brethren, for the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.
This is the Word of the Lord.

4

Stand

The Alleluia Verse		
/

Revelation 21:2
/

Alle- / luia!
- / Alleluia!
The Lord hath said unto / mê,
Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. / Alleluia!

The Hymn From Heaven Above to Earth I Come (stanzas 1-7)
		

(Soloist/choir sings stanza 5; setting by M. Praetorius)

The Gospel 		
The Lord be with you.

LSB 358
St. Luke 2:1-20

The continuation of the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke:

 It came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the
world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out
of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because
he was of the house and lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great
with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should
be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. And there were in the
same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the
angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they
were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men.” And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said one to another, “Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which
is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.” And they came with haste, and
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found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard
it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these
things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according
to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And
He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom
will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the resurrection of
the dead and the  life of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

The Hymn of the Day
			

The Sermon
The Offering
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From Heaven Above to Earth I Come (stanzas 8-15)
(Soloist/choir sings stanza 12; setting by M. Praetorius)

LSB 358

The Voluntary Motet
10:30 a.m. – Be Not Afraid……………
Be not afraid! Be not afraid!
		
Behold, I bring news of great joy,
		
Which shall be for all people.
			
For unto you is born a Savior,
			
Which is Christ, the Lord, in David’s city!

………….J. S. Beyer

5:00 p.m. -- Let Our Gladness Have No End
Let our gladness have no end, Alleluia!
For to earth did Christ descend, alleluia!
Refrain: On this day God gave us
Christ, His Son, to save us.
Prophesied in days of old, Alleluia!
God has sent Him as foretold, alleluia!
Refrain (above)
See, the loveliest blooming Rose, Alleluia!
From the branch of Jesse grows, Alleluia!
Refrain (above)
Into flesh is made the Word, Alleluia!
He, our Refuge and our Lord, Alleluia!
Refrain (above)

H. Heim

7:00 p.m. – While by My Sheep I Watched by Night…
While by my sheep I watched by night
Glad tidings brought an angel bright:
Refrain: How great my joy, great my joy,
Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy!
Praise we the Lord in heaven on high.
Praise we the Lord in heaven on high.
There shall be born, so he did say,
In Bethlehem a Child today:
Refrain (above)
There shall He lie, in manger mean,
Who shall redeem the world from sin:
Refrain (above)
Lord, evermore to me be nigh,
Then shall my heart be filled with joy!
Refrain (above)

H. Jüngst
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The Offertory 		
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The Prayer of the Church
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O Lord, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus
Christ, for our salvation. Praising His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength
from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own high priest. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the Marriage Feast
of the Lamb in His Kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and
preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor, and worship, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Service of the Sacrament of the Altar
The Preface

The Lord be with you.

Lift up your hearts.
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Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
unto You, Holy Lord, Almighty Father, Everlasting God, for in the mystery of the Word made
flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your
Son, we may be drawn to the love of those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious Name,
evermore praising You and saying:

The Sanctus		

Kneel

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name; Thy Kingdom come; Thy Will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from  evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Christ’s Testament

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: TAKE, EAT,  THIS IS MY BODY,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.
9

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying, DRINK OF IT, ALL OF YOU;  THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN
MY BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.

The Pax Domini

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

The Agnus Dei		
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Visitors who have not before received communion from Pastors Petersen or Frese are kindly asked to
speak with either of them, or one of the ushers, before approaching the altar for the first time.
Communicants are encouraged to take the bottom of the Chalice with a hand to help guide it to
their mouths. Children and adults who are not eligible for the Holy Communion may cross their
arms, placing both hands on their shoulders, to indicate they would like a blessing at the rail.
Sit

The Communion Hymns

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Angels We Have Heard on High
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LSB 380
LSB 368

Stand

The Nunc Dimittis
VI
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|Lord, now| lettest Thou Thy servant depart / in peace,
ac- / cording– to Thy Word;
|for mine| eyes have seen Thy / Salvation:
which Thou hast prepared before the face / of all– people,
|a–| Light to lighten / the Gentiles,
and the Glory of Thy / people– Israel.
|Glory| be to the Father and to / the Son
and to the / Holy– Spirit;
|as it| was in the / beginning,
is now, and will be for- / ever.– Amen.

The Post-Communion Collect

Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good:

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Worshippers light their candles from the usher in the center aisle and keep them lighted
until the end of the Benediction.

The Hymn

Silent Night, Holy Night

LSB 363
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The Salutation, Benedicamus, and Benediction
The Lord be with you.

Bless we the Lord.

Kneel

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace.

Please extinguish candles when Nave lights come on.
Stand

The Hymn

Come Your Hearts and Voices Raising

Silent Prayer
Soli Deo Gloria
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Pastor - The Reverend David H. Petersen
Pastor - The Reverend Michael N. Frese
Kantor - The Reverend Dr. Daniel Reuning
Vicar - Aaron Schultz
Seminarian Field Workers - Nicholas Belcher; Peter Preus
Deaconess Field Worker - Meghan Holst
Trumpet - Aaron Reynolds (10:30 a.m.)
Flute - Hildie Matter (5:00 p.m.)
Trombone - Rev. Dr. Benjamin Mayes (7:00 p.m.)
Vocal Soloists - Jonathan Busarow, tenor (10:30 a.m.)
		
Maggie Casey, soprano & Jonathan Casey, bass (5:00 p.m.)
Altar Care - Jacqui Petersen & Krissy Lagemann
Elders - Jonathan Busarow; Patrick Casey; Keith Frank; Rev. Ben Pollock; Michael
Ritzman; Alex Schultz; Jason Thompson
Acolytes - Ben Cecil; Micah Cecil; Zachary Cecil; Ethan Dodson; Henry Dodson; Owen
Dodson; Gabriel Frese; Cillian Grobien; Ransom Pullmann; Isaac Schultz
Cover Art Work by Meghan Schultz
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The Twelve Days of Christmas

Friday 		
25 December Christmas Day		
8:00 a.m.
							10:30 a.m.
Saturday
26 December St. Stephen, Martyr
10:30 a.m.
Sunday		
27 December St. John, Apostle		
8:00 a.m.
							10:30 a.m.
Monday		
28 December The Holy Innocents
10:30 a.m.
Tuesday		
29 December 5th Day of Christmas 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday
30 December 6th Day of Christmas 10:30 a.m.
Thursday
31 December Name and Circumcision of Jesus
							7:00 p.m.
Friday 		
1 January
Name and Circumcision of Jesus
							10:30 a.m.
Saturday
2 January
9th Day of Christmas 7:00 p.m
Sunday		
3 January
10th Day of Christmas 8:00 a.m.
							10:30 a.m.
Monday		
4 January
11th Day of Christmas 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday		
5 January
12th Day of Christmas 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday
6 January
Feast of the Epiphany 10:30 a.m.
							7:00 p.m.

Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service
Divine Service

Contact the pastors or church office
Pastor Petersen can be contacted by phoning the church office (744-2585) or his cell
(414-3083). Pastor Frese can be reached through the church office or his cell (913-5472292). Vicar Schultz can be reached through the church office or his cell (559)920-0476.
The Church Secretary office hours are Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday 9:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m.
E-mail:
prdhpetersen@gmail.com
pastorfrese@gmail.com
aaron.schultz@ctsfw.edu
secretary.redeemer@gmail.com
Web site: www.redeemer-fortwayne.org
LIKE us on Facebook to keep up on activities and see pictures.
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ANIMA CHRISTI
Soul of Christ hallow me;
Body of Christ, save me;
Blood of Christ, refresh me;
Water from the side of Christ, wash me;
Passion of Christ, strengthen me;
O good Jesu, hear me;
Within Thy wounds, hide me;
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee;
From the malicious enemy, defend me;
In the hour of death, call me;
And bid me come to Thee;
That with Thy Saints I may praise Thee
For all eternity. Amen.

Communicants are invited to pray the following prayers:
Before receiving the Sacrament
O Lord, I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof; but speak only Your Word,
and my soul will be healed. I will take the Bread of Heaven and call upon the Name of the
Lord.
What shall I give to the Lord for all that He has given to me? I will take the Cup of Salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord.
During the distribution of the Sacrament
The Lord was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory; glory as of the
only-begotten Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. Amen.
After receiving the Sacrament
I live, and yet not I, but Christ lives in me.
What we have received with our mouths, O Lord, let us keep with faithful hearts, that this
Gift given us in earthly time may bring us to eternal salvation. Amen.
Abide with us, O Lord, that we may abide in You until the end; let not sin and need
separate us from You, until we, through the strength of Your Holy Sacrament, enter into
heaven, and eternal blessing. Amen.
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