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The Fifth Sunday in Lent–Judica
Judge me, O God, and plead my 
cause against an ungodly nation: 

O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man;
For Thou art the God of my strength.
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The Fifth Sunday in Lent–Judica
29 March 2020 A  D    10:30 a.m.

Divine Service III - Lutheran Service Book
In Nomine  Jesu

The service begins with the Litany. This replaces the beginning of the normal service. 
The Litany concludes with the Collect of the Day.

The LiTany (see insert)

The CoLLeCT
The Lord be with you.

Let us pray. We beseech You, almighty God, mercifully to look upon Your people that 
by Your great goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.

The hymn     My Song is Love Unknown LSB 430

The oLd TesTamenT Reading Genesis 22:1-14
In those days, God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 
So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men 
with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went 
to the place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; 
I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” And Abraham took 
the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire 
and the knife. So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, 
“My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, 
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but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself 
the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. When they 
came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the 
wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of the 
Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you 
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his 
horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of 
his son. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to 
this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The PsaLmody  Psalm 43:1-2a, 3

/      /      

Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an un- / godly nation: 
O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man; for thou art the / God of my strength.– 

O send out thy light and thy truth: / let them lead me;
Let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to / thy tabernacles.

The ePisTLe  Hebrews 9:11-15
Brethren: When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 
he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but 
by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats 
and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the 
purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God. Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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The gRaduaL and TRaCT  Psalm 143:9a, 10a; 18:48a, c; Psalm 129:1-4

/      /      

Deliver me, O Lord, / from mine enemies: 
- / teach me to do thy will; 

He delivereth me / from mine enemies: 
thou hast delivered / me from the violent man. 

Many a time have they afflict- / ed me from my youth, 
may / Israel now say: 

Many a time have they afflict- / ed me from my youth: 
yet they have not / prevailed against me. 

The plowers / plowed upon my back: 
they / made long their furrows. 

The / LoRd is righteous: 
he hath cut asunder the / cords of the wicked.

The gosPeL    St. John 8:42-59
The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.
The continuation of the Holy Gospel according to St. John:

Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

  Jesus said to the Jews, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God 
and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. Why do you not understand 
what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. You are of your father the devil, 
and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does 
not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his 
own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I tell the truth, you do not 
believe me. Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe 
me? Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is 
that you are not of God.” The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are 
a Samaritan and have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my 
Father, and you dishonor me. Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and 
he is the judge. Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 
The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the 
prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ Are you greater 
than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out 
to be?” Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies 
me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ But you have not known him. I know him. If I were 
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to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his 
word. Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” So 
the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” Jesus said 
to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they picked up stones to 
throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to Thee, O Christ

The niCene CReed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made;  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried.  And 
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures;  and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with 
glory to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins.  And I 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the  life of the world to come. Amen.

The hymn of The day   A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth LSB 438

The seRmon

The offeRToRy and foLLowing LSB 192

The Communion hymn
 LSB 429  We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died
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The nunC dimiTTis (no Gloria Patri) LSB DS III

The PosT-Communion CoLLeCT
Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good:

And His mercy endureth forever.

Let us pray. Almighty God, who has given Your only begotten Son to be unto us both a  
sacrifice for sin and also an example of godly life: Give us grace that we may always most  
thankfully receive that his inestimable benefit, and also daily endeavor ourselves to follow 
the blessed steps of His most holy life; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord, 
who lives  and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.

The saLuTaTion, BenediCamus, and BenediCTion
The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace.

Amen. 

Silent Prayer

Soli Deo Gloria

Stand

Kneel
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Passiontide
The final stage in our symbolic journey toward Easter is Passiontide. Passiontide begins with 
Judica, the 5th Sunday in Lent. The crosses are now covered, triptychs are closed, and even the 
Gloria Patri disappears for a while.
A common question is, “Why do we drape and cover the crosses as we get closer to Good Friday, 
as our attention upon the last hours and the sufferings of Our Lord increases?”
We do this because we do not deserve to look upon them. We are not worthy of the sacrifice. 
The cross is our greatest and most cherished symbol. So it is partially taken away from us for a 
short time, that we might better appreciate it when it returns.
The crosses are not taken away completely. They are not removed. They are only covered. We can 
see outlines of the crosses, but their beauty and details are fuzzy. This symbolizes the reality that 
our grief prevents us from seeing clearly until the Good Friday liturgy and, of course, Easter. 
Faith always views the cross in the light of the empty tomb.
The veiling also reminds us of Our Lord’s actions in response to the violence of the people in the 
Judica Gospel. There we are told that “Jesus hid Himself.” That is why the crosses and statues 
in the sanctuary are veiled during the service, after the reading of the Gospel, and not before.
The idea of removing the Gloria Patri is much the same. The Triune name given at the Ascension 
is the fullest revelation of God’s name given to men. To take away the Gloria Patri for two weeks 
is a bit jarring. It is particularly awkward to not sing it at the end of the Nunc Dimittis. But, 
again, its short-term removal serves to draw attention to it and highlight our privilege for the 
other fifty weeks of the year.
All of this is that we would learn to mortify the flesh and to depend more and more upon 
the grace of God in Christ. For never, even in our most somber of ceremonies, is the Church 
in doubt about the end. Jesus died, but He is not dead. Jesus lives. Easter is coming. Our 
Hallelujahs, Gloria Patris, crosses, fatty foods, and the like shall all return. But even better than 
that, we shall have them forever in heaven when our own resurrections occur.
Passiontide extends through Holy Week and the Triduum (“three holy days”—which includes 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday). At the conclusion of the Maundy Thursday 
service the altar will be stripped, the sanctuary decorations, such as the candelabra, will be 
removed. Even the main crucifix will be carried out, only to be carried back in during the 
reproaches on Good Friday. All that will be left in the sanctuary are the immovable pieces of 
furniture, laid bare. On Good Friday, and also at the Easter Vigil, while all is bare, the normal 
responses and introductions are removed from the readings.
The intensity builds from now until Holy Saturday when we finally arrive at the empty tomb 
but not at an empty altar.
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Communicants are invited to pray the following prayers:
Before receiving the Sacrament

O Lord, I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof; but speak only Your 
Word, and my soul will be healed. I will take the Bread of Heaven and call upon the 

Name of the Lord.
What shall I give to the Lord for all that He has given to me? I will take the Cup of 

Salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord.
During the distribution of the Sacrament

The Lord was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory; glory as of the 
only-begotten Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. Amen.

After receiving the Sacrament

I live, and yet not I, but Christ lives in me.
What we have received with our mouths, O Lord, let us keep with faithful hearts, that 

this Gift given us in earthly time may bring us to eternal salvation. Amen.
Abide with us, O Lord, that we may abide in You until the end; let not sin and need 
separate us from You, until we, through the strength of Your Holy Sacrament, enter 

into heaven, and eternal blessing. Amen.

Pastor - The Reverend David H. Petersen
Pastor - The Reverend Michael N. Frese
Kantor - The Reverend Dr. Daniel Reuning
Archdeacon - The Reverend Professor Robert Roethemeyer
Seminarian Field Workers - Aaron Schultz; Nicholas Belcher
Deaconess Field Worker - Meghan Holst
Altar Care - Janet & Nadia Frese
Elders - Patrick Casey, Keith Frank, Kurt Mundinger, Rev. Benjamin Pollock,  Jason 
Thompson
Dean of Acolytes - Oscar Matter
Instrumentalists - Dr. Jason L. Thompson, director, violin, viola; Emily J. Thompson, 

violin; Hildie Felton, flute; Oscar Matter, recorders, saxophones; Rev. Dr. Benjamin 
Mayes, trombone
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Special Prayer Requests: Jana Menzie, Joey, & Jace; Effie Sheron; Sergiu Trifa; Marilyn 
Conrad; Marie Kelley; Bob Heider; Gail Ludvigson; Norma Jean Uffleman; Angie Crouch; 
Amanda Willets; Juanita Hahn; Ed Snyder; Mark Crouch; Dale Steinke; John & Ele Sul-
livan; Jim Steinke; Anya Grieser; Jenna Cummings; Joy Pullmann; Bethany Wirtz; Haley 
Kazmierski; Rebecca Meyers; Kaitlin Sheridan; Laci Adkins
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ANIMA CHRISTI

Soul of Christ hallow me;
Body of Christ, save me;

Blood of Christ, refresh me;
Water from the side of Christ, wash me;

Passion of Christ, strengthen me;
O good Jesu, hear me;

Within Thy wounds, hide me;
Suffer me not to be separated from Thee;
From the malicious enemy, defend me;

In the hour of death, call me;
And bid me come to Thee;

That with Thy Saints I may praise Thee
For all eternity.  Amen.
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Contact the pastors or church office
Pastor Petersen can be contacted by phoning the church office (744-2585) or his cell (414-
3083). Pastor Frese can be reached through the church office or his cell (913-547-2292). 
The Church Secretary office hours are Monday and Wednesday 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
E-mail prdhpetersen@gmail.com
 pastorfrese@gmail.com
 secretary.redeemer@gmail.com
Web site www.redeemer-fortwayne.org
LIKE us on Facebook to keep up on activities and see pictures.


