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The Ascension of Our Lord
O clap your hands, all ye people;  

shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 
For the Lord most high is terrible;  

 he is a great King over all the earth.



1

The Ascension of Our Lord
21 May 2020 A  D    10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Divine Service - Healey Willan
In Nomine  Jesu

The hymn    A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 493  LSB

The Preparation

In the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord. Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Fa-
ther, beseeching Him, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the Name of the Lord.

Who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

O Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your tem-
poral and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merci-
ful to me, a poor sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my Office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The InTroIT of The Day  Acts 1:11; Psalm 47:1-2, 5, 8

/      /      

|Ye men| of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? Alle- / luia! 
This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen him go into heaven. Alleluia! / Alleluia!
O clap your hands, all ye / people; 
shout unto God with the / voice of triumph. 

Stand

Kneel

Stand
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For the LorD most high is /terrible; 
he is a great King / over all the earth.

God is gone up with a / shôut, 
the Lord with the / sound of a trumpet.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the / Holy Spirit.
As it was in the be- / ginning,
is now and will be for- / ever. Amen.

|Ye men| of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? Alle- / luia! 
This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven. Alleluia! / Alleluia!

The Three-foLD KyrIe

& bbb œ œ œ jœ jœ
Lord, have mer cy up

œ œ ˙
on us.

œ œ œ Jœ Jœ
Christ, have mer cy up

œ œ ˙
on us.- - - -

& bbb œ œ œ œ
Lord, have

œ jœ jœ œ œ
mer cy up on

w
us.- -

The GLorIa In exceLsIs Deo

& bbb œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
Glo ry be to God on high:

œ œ œ œ
And on earth

˙ œ œ
peace, good

œ œ ˙
will toward men.- CP

& bbb œ œ
We

œ œ ˙ œ œ
praise Thee, we

œ œ ˙ œ œ
bless Thee, we

œ œ ˙ œ œ
wor ship Thee, we

Jœ Jœ œ ˙
glo ri fy Thee,- - -

& bbb œ œ
we give

œ œ œ œ œ œ
thanks to Thee for Thy great

˙ ˙ œ œ
glo ry, O Lord

˙ œ œ
God, heav’n ly

˙
King,- -

& bbb œ œ œ œ
God the

œ œ œ œ
Fa ther Al

˙ ˙
might y.

Œ œ œ œ
O Lord, the

œ jœ jœ œ œ
on ly be got ten- - - - - -

& bbb ˙ œ œ ˙
Son, Je sus Christ,

œ œ ˙
O Lord God,

œ œ ˙
Lamb of God,

˙ œ œ
Son of the

˙ ˙
Fa ther,- -
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& bbb Œ œ œ jœ jœ œ œ
that tak est a way the

˙ œ œ
sin of the

˙ œ œ
world, have

œ jœ jœ œ œ
mer cy up on

˙
us.- - - -

& bbb œ œ
Thou that

œ jœ jœ œ œ
tak est a way the

˙ œ œ
sin of the

.˙ œ
world, re

˙ ˙
ceive our

˙
prayer.

œ œ
Thou that- - -

& bbb œ œ œ œ
sit test at the

˙ œ œ œ œ
right hand of God the

˙ œ œ
Fa ther, have

œ jœ jœ œ œ ˙
mer cy up on us.- - - -

& bbb œ œ
For

˙ œ Jœ Jœ
Thou on ly art

˙ œ œ
ho ly, Thou

œ œ .œ Jœ
on ly art the

˙
Lord.- - -

& bbb ˙
Thou

œ œ œ œ
on ly, O

˙ œ œ
Christ, with the

œ œ œ œ
Ho ly

˙ œ œ
Ghost, art most- -

& bbb ˙ œ œ
high in the

œ œ œ œ
glo ry of

œ œ œ œ
God the

˙ ˙
Fa ther.

˙ ˙
A

w
men.- - -

The coLLecT
The Lord be with you.

Let us pray. Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the 
heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him; who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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The oLD TesTamenT reaDInG 2 Kings 2:5-15
In those days, the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho came to Elisha and said to him, “Do 
you know that the Lord will take away your master from over you today?” So he answered, “Yes, 
I know; keep silent!” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, please, for the Lord has sent me on to 
the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you!” So the 
two of them went on. And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood facing them at 
a distance, while the two of them stood by the Jordan. Now Elijah took his mantle, rolled it up, 
and struck the water; and it was divided this way and that, so that the two of them crossed over 
on dry ground. And so it was, when they had crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask! What 
may I do for you, before I am taken away from you?” Elisha said, “Please let a double portion 
of your spirit be upon me.” So he said, “You have asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see 
me when I am taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so.” Then it hap-
pened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with horses of 
fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha 
saw it, and he cried out, “My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen!” So he saw 
him no more. And he took hold of his own clothes and tore them into two pieces. He also took 
up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood by the bank of the 
Jordan. Then he took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, and 
said, “Where is the Lord God of Elijah?” And when he also had struck the water, it was divided 
this way and that; and Elisha crossed over. Now when the sons of the prophets who were from 
Jericho saw him, they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him, 
and bowed to the ground before him.  
This is the Word of the Lord.

The aLLeLuIa  Psalm 47:5, 68:18a

/      /      

Alle- / luia!
- / Alleluia!

God is gone up with a / shôut, 
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. / Alleluia!

Thou hast ascended on / hîgh, 
thou hast led captivity captive. / Alleluia!

Sit
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The epIsTLe  Acts 1:1-11
The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until 
the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments 
to the apostles whom He had chosen, to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffer-
ing by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God. And being assembled together with them, He commanded 
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, 
“you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now.” Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, 
saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” And He said to them, “It is 
not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. But you 
shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Now when He had spoken 
these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 
And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them 
in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This 
same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him 
go into heaven.” 
This is the Word of the Lord.

The sequence hymn    Christians, to the Paschal Victim  Choir (7:00 p.m. only): LSB 460
  Congregation: LSB 459

The GospeL   St. Luke 24:44-53

The Lord be with you.

The conclusion of the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke:

 Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms concerning Me.” And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the 

Stand



6

Scriptures. Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to 
suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these 
things. Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem 
until you are endued with power from on high.” And He led them out as far as Bethany, and 
He lifted up His hands and blessed them. Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He 
was parted from them and carried up into heaven. And they worshiped Him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen.  
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

The nIcene creeD
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;  who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again accord-
ing to the Scriptures;  and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Fa-
ther.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead; whose 
kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glo-
rified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and Apostolic 
Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins.  And I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the  life of the world to come. Amen.

The hymn of The Day   On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build LSB 492

The sermon

The offerInG

Sit
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The offerTory   

& bbb œ
Cre

.œ jœ œ œ
ate in me a

œ ˙ œ
clean heart, O

˙ œ œ
God, and re

œ œ ˙
new a right

œ œ ˙
spi rit with- - - -

& bbb ˙ ˙
in me.

.œ jœ œ œ
Cast me not a

˙ œ œ
way from Thy

œ œ
pres ence,

Œ œ
and

œ œ œ œ
take not Thy- -

& bbb ˙b ˙
Ho ly

.˙ œ
Spi rit

˙ ˙
from me.

Œ œ
Re

˙ œ œ
store un to

.˙ œ
me the

œ œ œ œ
joy of Thy sal- - - - -

& bbb ˙b ˙
va tion,

œ œn
and up

˙ ˙
hold me

œ œ œ œ
with Thy free

w
Spir

w
it.- - -

The announcemenTs anD The prayer of The church
After each bid:  Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
At the conclusion: O Lord, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings and death of Your 
dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation.  Praising His victorious resurrection from the dead, 
we draw strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own high 
priest.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 
the Marriage Feast of the Lamb in His Kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our 
prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor, and worship, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Service of the Sacrament of the Altar
The preface
The Lord be with you.

Lift up your hearts.

Stand
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Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,  through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after 
His resurrection appeared openly to all  His disciples and in their sight was taken up to heaven 
that He might make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising 
You and saying:

The sancTus  

The LorD’s prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name;  Thy Kingdom come; Thy Will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  And lead us not into temptation;  
But deliver us from  evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

Kneel
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The WorDs of chrIsT’s TesTamenT
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: TAKE, EAT,  THIS IS MY BODY, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying, DRINK OF IT, ALL OF YOU;  THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 
MY BLOOD, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.

The pax DomInI
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

The aGnus DeI  

& bbb œ œ
O

˙ ˙ œ œ
Christ, Thou Lamb of

.˙
God

œ
that

œ œ œ œ œ œ
tak est a way the

˙ œ œ
sin of the- -

& bbb ˙
world,

˙
have

˙ œ œ
mer cy up

˙ ˙
on

w
us.

œ œ
O

˙ ˙ œ œ
Christ, Thou Lamb of

.˙
God- -

& bbb œ
that

œ œ œ œ œ œ
tak est a way the

˙ œ œ
sin of the

˙
world,

˙
have

˙ œ œ
mer cy up

˙ ˙
on

w
us.- - - -

& bbb œ œ
O

˙ ˙ œ œ
Christ, Thou Lamb of

.˙
God,

œ
that

œ œ œ œ œ œ
tak est a way the- -

& bbb ˙ œ œ
sin of the

w
world,

˙ ˙
grant us

˙ ˙
Thy

˙
peace.

˙
A

œ œ œ œ w
men.-

The communIon hymns
 Draw Us to Thee LSB 701  
 See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph LSB 494  

Sit
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Visitors who have not before received communion from Pastors Petersen or Frese are kindly asked to 
speak with either of them, or one of the ushers, before approaching the altar for the first time.

The Blood of Christ is offered on the pulpit side from either the chalice or individual cups, but on 
the lectern side, only the chalice is offered. If you prefer to receive the Blood from an individual 
cup and you did not sit on the pulpit side, you may cross the aisle.

Communicants are encouraged to take the bottom of the Chalice with a hand to help guide it to 
their mouths. Children and adults who are not eligible for the Holy Communion may cross their 
arms, placing both hands on their shoulders, to indicate they would like a blessing at the rail.

The nunc DImITTIs

& bbb œ œ W œ ˙ W œ œ œ œ ˙/      || /      VI

|Lord, now| lettest Thou Thy servant depart / in peace,
ac- / cording– to Thy Word;

|for mine| eyes have seen Thy / Salvation:
which Thou hast prepared before the face / of all– people,

|a–| Light to lighten / the Gentiles,
and the Glory of Thy / people– Israel.

|Glory| be to the Father and to / the Son
and to the / Holy– Spirit;

|as it| was in the / beginning,
is now, and will be for- / ever–. Amen.

The posT-communIon coLLecT
Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good:

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this sal-
utary gift; and we beseech You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the  same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Stand
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The saLuTaTIon, BeneDIcamus, anD BeneDIcTIon

The Lord be with you.

Bless we the Lord.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace.

Silent Prayer
Soli Deo Gloria  

Kneel

Pastor - The Reverend David H. Petersen
Pastor - The Reverend Michael N. Frese
Kantor - The Reverend Dr. Daniel Reuning
Archdeacon - The Reverend Professor Robert Roethemeyer
Seminarian Field Workers - Aaron Schultz; Nicholas Belcher
Deaconess Field Worker - Meghan Holst
Elders - Patrick Casey, Keith Frank, Kurt Mundinger, Rev. Benjamin Pollock,  Jason 
Thompson
Dean of Acolytes - Oscar Matter
Instrumentalists - Dr. Jason L. Thompson, director, violin, viola; Emily J. Thompson, 

violin; Hildie Felton, flute; Oscar Matter, recorders, saxophones; Rev. Dr. Benjamin 
Mayes, trombone


